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Purpose:
This policy proactively promotes safe, healthy, efficient and stress-free travel to and from
Gamlingay Village Primary (GVP) for staff, parents, carers and pupils alike.
It has been updated to take into account the newly designed and refurbished home of GVP
on Station Road. Relocation provides an excellent opportunity to review how pupils get to
school plus the timing could even support healthy New Year Resolutions and slow climate
change!
Although the school has no jurisdiction beyond school boundaries, it is hoped parents and
carers will use this information to help plan their school run to ensure safe and punctual
arrival from the first day of term in January.

New Location Advantages (compared with the current school site):
•

the school is on the edge not in the centre of the village

•

the school borders one road instead of two

•

the section of Station Road outside the school is already a 20mph zone – not
30mph

•

the junction with Church Lane opposite slows traffic

•

the chicane on Station Road near the brook slows traffic

•

there are three pedestrian access gates instead of two

•

the yellow zig-zags creating the ‘School No Parking Zone’ will be extended to
protect the new entrance created specifically for Early Years pupils

•

the staff-only car park is large enough to accommodate all staff removing the
necessity for staff to park on roads around the school

•

buses for school trips will safely use the school staff car park for collection and
return removing the need for on-road bus bays

•

there are many areas in the village nearby where children could be dropped to walk
or be escorted the rest of the way

New Location Disadvantages (compared with the current school site):
•

the site is on the edge not in the centre of the village

•

the site borders one road instead of two

•

Church Lane has a raised footpath along one side only

New Access Points:
The Station Road site now has three pedestrian gates where all children, parents and
carers will enter the school grounds (see map):
• Gate A: the previously existing gate at the front of the school on Station Road to the
right of the car park
• Gate B: the new gate with direct access to the Early Years classrooms further down
Station Road toward the school sports field
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•

Gate C: the rear gate accessed from the recreation field via the path from the
Ecohub, or via the path between the cemetery and the Butts playground, across the
field from Chapel Fields, or across the brook from Poppyfields.

We actively encourage our pupils and staff to walk, scoot or cycle to
school to:
•

keep everyone fit and healthy

•

help our pupils develop road safety skills which will keep them safe as they travel
further afield and more independently

•

help keep our local air free from pollution

•

help keep village streets free from congestion

•

develop life skills that everyone should be able to benefit from

To support this aim:
•

we provide cycle training (‘Bikeability’)

•

we provide lots of covered cycle and scooter parking spaces

•

we appoint Junior Travel Ambassadors (JTA’s) from our Year 5 cohort (initiative
supported by Cambridgeshire County Council) to promote safe travel to and from
school via assemblies and by sharing information learnt at JTA workshops
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•

we promote safe and active travel on noticeboards and displays, in newsletters and
our website at www.gamlingayvp.org

•

we use Modeshift STARS to update and monitor our school travel plan

What we ask of parents:
•

please encourage children to walk, scoot or cycle to school whenever possible

•

ensure children walk or ride sensibly and safely on the way to and from school

•

ensure children do not ride bikes and scooters while on school grounds

•

ensure that cycles and scooters are roadworthy and properly maintained

•

consider providing children with an appropriate cycle helmet

•

ensure children are easy to see by fitting lights and spoke reflectors to bikes and by
wearing high-visibility clothing

•

ensure you have appropriate insurance cover for cycles and scooters as the school
is not liable for any loss or damage on the premises or on the way to or from school

N.B. the decision on whether a child is competent to walk, cycle or scoot to school is
for the parent(s) or carer(s) to make. The school has no liability for any consequences
arising from this decision.

We also understand that for some parents and carers there is no
alternative to driving to school, therefore:
•

we encourage car sharing where possible

•

try ‘Park & Stride’ - if a car must be used travelling from surrounding hamlets or
villages, or on the way to work, we ask parents to drive part of the way, and drop
children off away from the school so that some of the journey can be walked,
cycled, or scooted

•

try ‘Borrow A Drive’ - ask a fellow parent or friend in the village if they would share
their driveway for a few minutes each school day

•

if you have to drive children closer to the school please park legally and safely
with respect for other parents, neighbours, local residents and other road users

•

never park or wait on double yellow lines, on the yellow zigzags, across the
main entrance to the school or blocking residential driveways

•

inconsiderate or illegally parked cars may be photographed and reported to our
local PCSO for further action to be considered, especially for repeat offenders

•

the staff car park is for staff and authorised users only and will be inaccessible
at the start and end of the school day

•

please switch off your engine when stationary to reduce pollution

What we ask of pupils:
•

ask at home if you can walk, scoot or cycle to school

•

ride or walk courteously, sensibly and safely on the way to and from school
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•

dismount and push bikes and scooters on entering school grounds

•

park sensibly in the covered cycle and scooter shelters

•

check that your bike or scooter is roadworthy and properly maintained

•

consider wearing an appropriate cycle helmet

•

make sure you can be seen by using lights in the dark or bad weather and by
wearing high-visibility clothing

•

make sure you have a lock for your bike or scooter and that you use it

It is Cambridgeshire County Council policy to restrict parents from
parking on school premises. With the introduction of the rear gate the
Trust have sensibly sought permission for parents to access the 35
space community parking area at the Ecohub Community Centre. This
request has (so far) been unsuccessful.
Thank you for taking the time to read and hopefully follow these
guidelines to help ensure all pupils arrive calm, safely and on time to
commence their learning.

ASSESSMENT
The Headteacher is responsible for the fair application of this policy.
REVIEW
The Resources Committee of the LGB will monitor the contents and use of this policy.
This policy was ratified on 28th November 2018 and will be reviewed in April 2019
Signed by the Headteacher

Chair of Governors

……………………………….

……………………………….

Page 5 of 5

